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“…encouraging Each Child’s potential.” 

 

EC Mission:  
As early educators, we pledge to accept each child at where he or she is 

in the developmental process. We will utilize all available resources in an 
eclectic, team-based approach to emphasize the child’s strengths. We will set 
high expectations for personal potential in our students and ourselves in 
order to aid the children during their journey toward first grade. 

  

Our mission into practice with students ~ 

The kindergarten teachers have been tracking their students’ 

achievement in several pre-reading skills. To date, nearly every student 

recognizes all of the alphabet letters – both capital and lowercase; has 

developed the ability to hear rhymes; and knows the sounds that letters 

make. After the January round of assessments, we were very pleased to 

find the majority of students are able to recognize many of the basic 

sight words as well. To build on this, the kindergarten teachers have 

introduced the use of beginning-reader books into the daily schedule now 

that so many of the students are ready to read.  
 

Our mission into practice in professional growth ~ 

For many teachers, the month of February brings the annual 

PLAY conference (Professional Learning about Youngsters) in 

Lamar. Featured speakers at the PLAY conference include Priscilla Howe,       

Dr. Brad Mears, and Dr. Larry Deaton. Breakout sessions presented this 

year will include EC teachers Laurie Ruckman and Melanie Miller. 

Congratulations, ladies! 

 

Our mission into practice in our community ~ 

For the students, though, the month of February all about 

special activities! February 1st was the 100th day of school,  

Groundhogs’ Day on February 2nd helped forecast the winter weather, 

February 12th marks the PTO-sponsored “Friendship Party,” and classes 

will be cancelled on February 15th for teachers to participate in school 

improvement activities. Whew ~ what a busy time! 
 

Other news to note ~ 

Congratulations to the students of Mrs. Rogers’ kindergarten 

class! They had the highest average daily attendance rate for 

the month of January, with 96%. Way to go! 
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EC Office Staff: 
Esther Brown, Counselor 
Shannon Dunn, Secretary 
Ashlee Davis, STRIPES Director 
Leah Francka, Program Secretary 
Misty Kinsey, Asst. SpEd Director 
Nancy Leonard, Nurse 
Dr. Carol Lohkamp, Principal 
Julie Wipff, SpEd Secretary 
 

EC Preschool Staff: 
Julie Beal, MPP Assistant 
Lisa Davis, ECSE Assistant 
Annie Deken, Director 
Victoria Henbest, Speech/Lang 
Melissa Madrzykowski, Title I Asst. 
Laura Martin, ECSE Assistant 
Gennifer Martinez, Speech/Lang 
Lee McCrea, MO Preschool Proj. 
Laurie Ruckman, Title I 
Christine Sample, ECSE Teacher 
Pat Vaught, Tuition/Title I 
Tammy Watkins, Tuition/T I Asst 
 

EC Kindergarten Staff: 
Melissa Barnes     Alice Buckner                  
Jill Clock               Carrie Davis       
Sandy Embretson Shelly Holt            
Lisa McCroskey    Melanie Miller          
Brooke Lafferty     Chrissy Lawson   
Alyssa Phillips      Jessica Pitchford 
Lori Rogers           Amy Skeans        
John Skeans         Lorie Sly 
Lena Snowden     Stephanie Taylor 
Carissa Thomas  Julie Thompson             
Tara Tinlin            JP Williams 
Tricia Zinecker 
---------------------------------------------------- 

Vickie Beasley, Dev Kdg Asst 
Bobi Condry, Title I Reading 
Cathy Baker, Reading Assistant 
Lisa France, Reading Assistant 
Janie Galbraith, 1-2 SpEd Teacher 
Amanda Govero, SpEd Assistant 
Kim Hill, Reading Asst 
Jennifer Lindsey, SpEd Assistant 
Jimona Maravilla, Library Media 
Wes McDonald, SpEd Assistant 
Johna Morrow, SpEd Assistant 
Michele Smith, Reading Assistant 

 

 

EC student enrollment: 
 

367 attending kdg 

162 attending preschool 
 

Average class size of 20 


